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Take Every Opportunity

It has not been a happy start to the New Yeardeersl of our
parishioners. Our sympathy goes to the familieslidhose
bereaved: The families of Jackie Purdy, Billy Detim8illy
Lappin and George Spence.

Also in the parish, we faced a major flood whicls left at least
four families in alternative accommodation for ogtmonths to
come.

Loss can be very difficult, especially the lossadbved one.
However, | have been greatly encouraged by thosehale told
me that they can face bereavement because theyahawge
deposit of good memories and no regrets—that treyenthe
most of every opportunity presented to them.

“Making the most of every opportunity” is an exegit motto for
the New Year or for Lent. | frequently get so frased when there
has been a successful church event and someontsags
afterwards, “Is that over? | intended to go to lthiathas already
been said about the Cathedral Service and willowbtbe
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repeated after the Country & Gospel Concert. FaBdgvices,
Bible Studies and visiting preachers elicit the sagsponse—
"I'm sorry | missed that but | forgot.”

We also miss many opportunities to serve, to leweare. You
could have helped your neighbour when they cameeshioom
hospital but you got distracted. You could havee® sympathy
to your friend at work but you didn't like to infere. You could
have encouraged your friend to talk about theiietgbut you
didn’t want to appear nosey.

You never know when the last opportunity will pretsieself. The
last opportunity to travel, the last opportunitysit a friend, the
last opportunity to worship in church, the last ogpnity to
forgive or to accept forgiveness.

This is why it is so important to live life to thell—to the fullest
glory of God and in the fullest service of God pbles You may
well think, “I wish I'd done that earlier”, but &ast that’s better
than regretting that you never did it all all.

"Make the€ most
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GENERAL VESTRY

The list of church
members entitled to vote
at our Annual General

Meeting will be open for
revision as usual in the
last two weeks of
February. You must be
over 18 and not a member
of any other Church of
Ireland parish. Being
entitled to vote gives you
the opportunity to be
nominated to serve on the
Select Vestry.

Anyone on the list can
nominate another member
to serve as people’s
churchwarden, people’s
glebewarden or vestry
member. (though you
ought to ask their
permission beforehand)
Please contact the
churchwardens for further
information about the list.
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DATE FLOWERS CRECHE SCRIPTURE NOTES
Feb 3rd Heather White Tanya Rosemary Neill 11lam Holy
McKitterick Communion
Ann Rafferty
Feb 10th Leonna 1lam Family
Whitten Service
Feb 17th Yvonne English | Elaine Bleakney | Robert Chapman 11lam Holy
Valerie Doyle Communion
Feb 24th Jennifer Brown Jane English Mark Doyle 7Tpm Holy
Wendy Hazley Communion
March 2nd Sandra Burns Pauline King Brett Hannam 11lam Holy
Jacqui Moore Communion

The Refreshments are still appealing!

The tea and coffee is an important part of our Family Service, giving us the opportunity to meet
and chat and get to know each other. By being part of the team serving the refreshments, you
are fulfilling a key role in our Sunday morning programme. It involves setting up the hall before-
hand, preparing the boilers etc, serving the tea and clearing up afterwards. If you would like to be
part of this at least once in a year, please contact Amanda on 38841916.

Safequarding Trust

Safeguarding Trust is the Church of Ireland policy for the
care and safety of the children in our care.

We are hosting a special training evening for the Rural
Deanery on Wednesday 27th. All Sunday School
Teachers, children’s and youth leaders and
representatives of all organisations who have any
members under 18 are urged to attend.

In particular, our créche has been highlighted in a recent
review. It is important that all créche volunteers attend
this meeting to become familiar with the policy.

Baptism Anniversaries
4th: Ellie Roberts; 1st: Emily
McMullen

LENT 2008

The programme for Lent will follow our usual pattern with Holy
Communion celebrated every Tuesday morning at 10:30am
followed by tea and coffee. Transport is available for anyone
who would like to attend.

There will also be two bible study groups on Tuesdays

Feb 26th & March 11th.
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From the Registers

Baptisms:

Dec 23rd: James David , son of
Simon & Rachael Shortt

Dec 30th: Tim, son of Trevor &
Siobhan Hamilton

Dec 30th: Tom Lawrence, son of]
Tana Mclintyre & Christopher Fo

Burials:

Dec 12th: Norah Pedlow (Bangof

Methodist)

4th January: William John
(Jackie) Purdy, Laurel Park
6th January: William Dermott,
Tandragee

8th January: William Lappin,
Ballylisk

11th January: George Spence,
Ballyworkan
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Kids’ Funky Fun Day

Peter McGrane’s daughters are organising an exciting afternoon for children aged 2-102, including face
painting, arts and crafts, magician, penalty shoot and balloon sculptures. Proceeds are for a children’s
hospice and HIV/Aids Care Programme in Pretoria, South Africa.

The event will take place on :
Saturday 16th February
3-5pm
In Mullavilly Hall, Chapel Lane
Your support would be greatly appreciated.

Confirmation
Confirmation preparation will kick-off with a meeting for parents on Sunday 17th at 8pm whilst the
candidates are at Youth Fellowship. The meeting will include an overview of the course and the
responsibilities of the parents.
The confirmation itself is on the evening of May 25th.

Our attendance at Morning Worship in the Cathedral

proved to be a great success. Two coaches left w0 W
Mullavilly and, together with those who travelled by car ~ »¢ WEDNESDAY W
and the usual Cathedral congregation, made up atotal  7r FEBRUARY 6th e

of over 200. The Dean preached on the subject of Pke Pke
friendship, referring to how Jesus chose his close circle ¢ Pke

of friends and to the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. - S
The rector celebrated at a very distant communion e COUNTRY & GOSPEL e
table, assisted by Sam and the Epistle was read by ,ﬁ CONCERT ,ﬁ

Brett Hannam. The choir joined with the Cathedral choir
to lead the singing. The cathedral congregation
provided tea and coffee after the service.

On returning to the Parish Centre, over 80 parishioners
enjoyed a hot buffet of chicken, beef stew and lasagne
with baked potatoes, mash, vegetables and salad,
followed by dessert, and tea.

Parish Centre 8pm
ﬁ Featuring: Boxcar Brian, Fiddler Adam, ﬁ
ﬁ Singing Brickie, Donna Duffin, Bonnie —ﬁ
e Stewart, Mary McKee e
Jc Compere & Comedian Lionel Shields -

For many, this was their first visit to the cathedral. Ye Backing Band: Breakaway ¥e
Despite visiting many cathedrals on holiday, they had ¢ ¢
never been to their own. Several vowed to return to <+ Admission £10 Je

browse round the monuments and savour the
atmosphere. This day out was a great opportunity to do
something different and to spend time in each others’

7 Tickets from any member of Select Ves- ¢
%7 try or usual outlets

company.
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“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a
door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which | am in chains. Pray that |
may proclaim it clearly as | should. Be wise in the way you act towards outsiders; make the most of
every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt.” Paul to the
Colossians 4:5




