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Lest We Forget

It seems that, as time goes on, the scope of Remembrance Day
grows wider and wider. Initially remembering the fallen of the First
World War, it then encompassed World War 2 and eventually the
We will remember them... many other conflicts which have taken place—the Falklands
Conflict, the Gulf War and the present war in Irag. In Northern
Ireland, it takes on a particular poignancy as we recall those who

died at the hands of terrorists, both in uniform and civilian victims.
% Without a Remembrance Day, | suspect many people would very
quickly forget. We have almost forgotten the days of bag

searches at the shop doors, security gates in town and vehicle
stops at Mahon.

Our minds tend to become so wholly preoccupied with the present and our own futures, that we fail to
pause and remember. No matter how you may feel personally about war and its glorification, you still
cannot forget that young men and women died whilst trying to bring peace or to provide protection. Nor
should we forget the more personal effect of their deaths on those who loved them—their wives or
husbands, their children and their parents, their colleagues and friends.

Our preoccupation with our own present and future, our own world, can have a marked effect in our own
parish and community. It would frequently happen that | would mention how | had been to visit someone
who was elderly and house-bound, and the response would be “I'd completely forgotten about her”, or
even, “Is he still alive, | thought he'd died years ago!” People who have lived a great number of years,
often in very dedicated service to the community and the church, can be easily forgotten because we
are so busy rushing on into the future.

| was particularly aware of this at Harvest time when we started to redistribute the fruit and flowers. We
were unable to send a token gift to many of those on the “house-bound” list because there simply wasn’t
enough to go round. Even sadder, only a very few dedicated people were able to help with the
distribution. Allied to this is the complete lack of attendance by parishioners when | go to Rathowen once
a month and the fact that no-one seems to have noticed that the recording of worship for those at home
has been suspended or that the carol singing stopped because no adults

had time. There is plenty of evidence tha? wg forgpeRc too easily and too CONTACTS
quickly the debt we owe to earlier generations.

Thankfully, the elderly have not forgotten us! Whilst they may be weaker |Home 028 3884 0221
physically, they are certainly not weaker spiritually and they continue to
remember their church and their friends and family through prayer.
The Last Post calls us to a solemn remembrance of the dead and their
sacrifice in the past. The Reveille (or “Arouse”) calls us to awaken, to Office & 028 3884 1918
move on in our lives. We don't do this selfishly, but with a commitment to | ©entre
a life of thanksgiving for, and remembrance of, what others have done for
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us, coupled with our own dedication to sacrifice and service to those of all | g, ¢k 07871 591522
generations.
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Please do your utmost to complete your
financial commitments to the church
within the next few weeks. If you are giv-

ing annually, put your gift in a named en-

velope. If you have weekly envelopes
and have fallen behind, simply use one
envelope to catch up before the year is
out.

Sadly, a small number of commitments to

the development fund have failed to ma-
terialise or have faded out. Do please
consider using a Standing Order with

your bank to help you keep up your regu-
lar donation. Contact lan Milne for further

information.

From the Register:

|Créchel

Our Sunday creche performs a very important role
in allowing parents of young children to attend
worship. In order to comply with the Church policy
"Safeguarding Trust", we need to stress our code
of practice.

If you are unable to assist in creche on the
planned date, please arrange to swap with
someone else ON THE LIST and then inform
Christine or Yvonne Neill.

There must always be two people on créche
duty .

All créche assistants must be at least 18.
Under 18's are classed as children
themselves, no matter how mature they are.
We need to increase the créche volunteer
list. New volunteers will need o agree to a
POCVA check and an evening will be arranged
soon to give advice to all our volunteers
concerning the creche.

Thank you so much for you help. It is greatly

Baptisms appreciated.
September 30th Ellie Elizabeth Fletcher,
daughter of Wayne &
Donna The Antique Fair raised a total of £1900 last
L?C(?y FﬁSter' dauggter month. Our thanks go to Dynes and Edythe
Burial of Timothy & Amanda Turkington for their hard work and to all those
October 13th Eddie Neill (St Mark’s, who helped them with this successful annual
Portadown) event.
DATE FLOWERS CRECHE SCRIPTURE
Nov 4th Gwen Kane Elaine Bleakney Ian Howard
Valerie Doyle
Nov 11th Edith Willis
Nov 18th Doreen Trimble Jane English Leslie Irwin
Wendy Hazley
Nov 25th Hilary Beattie Gwen Kane Carolyn Mayes
Julie Magowan
Dec 2nd Shirley Pauline King Rebecca Milne
Jenkinson Jacqui Moore

Baptism Anniversaries: (cards presented at Family Service)

Jessica Johnston (2nd); Matt Creighton (2nd); Nathan Rafferty (2nd); Adam Neill (4th); Ashley Neill (4th);

Marianna Neill (4th)

I will not be available from Saturday 27th October to November 4th inclusive. All pastoral care will be

handled by Sam during that week.
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The First Two Minute Silence in London (11th November 1919) as reported in the Manchester
Guardian, 12th November 1919.

"The first stroke of eleven produced a magical effect.

The tram cars glided into stillness, motors ceased to cough and fume, and stopped dead, and the
mighty-limbed dray horses hunched back upon their loads and stopped also, seeming to do it of their
own volition.

Someone took off his hat, and with a nervous hesitancy the rest of the men bowed their heads also.
Here and there an old soldier could be detected slipping unconsciously into the posture of 'attention’.
An elderly woman, not far away, wiped her eyes, and the man beside her looked white and stern.
Everyone stood very still ... The hush deepened. It had spread over the whole city and become so
pronounced as to impress one with a sense of audibility. It was a silence which was almost pain ...
And the spirit of memory brooded over it all.'

Jackie Mclntyre attended a Vintage Agricultural Rally in Chicago a few weeks ago and discovered the
creed of “Optimist International”. It's a challenging commitment!

Promise Yourself:

o To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come true.

To think only of the best, to work only for the best and to expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the
presence of trouble.

The Annual Sale to raise funds for Diocesan Mission projects will be held in Church House on November
7th. This year, it is the turn of our Rural Deanery to manage the cake stall. Please leave all your donations
(cakes, plants, bric-a-brac etc at the rectory before Wednesday 7th.

Don't forget to attend the sale and enjoy a cuppa and some buns! You'll meet old friends and maybe make
some new ones as well as supporting worthwhile overseas projects.

BOOK NOW FOR JUNE BREAK!

Following on the huge success of last year’s trip, the Over
55’s are planning to take a break in the 4-star Northern
Hotel, Bundoran, Co Donegal next June 9th-13th. For
booking and further information, please contact either Alan
Neill (38840663) or Leslie Stewart (38841700).

The Christmas Lunch is on December 6th—book with
Alan, Leslie, Margaret or Georgina before Dec 1st






