
Our guest Harvest preacher this year will be joining us on the Sunday morning for the Family Service. 
She is the Revd Dorothy McVeigh, the rector of Annaghmore and we look forward to welcoming her to 
Mullavilly. In return, I will be preaching at the Harvest in Annaghmore. 
At least three of our windowsills this year will be decorated by the children’s organisations: the Brownies, 
Guides, Rainbows and Boys’ Club. Their theme is very simple: “Thank-You”. This theme will also be 
reflected through our worship. Although it sounds a very obvious subject for Harvest, it is nevertheless 
something of which we need constant reminding! 
I frequently pray for things to happen and then never notice when they do. Or perhaps I pray for help in 
a difficult situation, and then I take the credit to myself when all goes well! Saying “Thank-You” to God is 
often the last thought on our minds. In the farming world, it is easy for the worker to say that the good 
harvest is the result of hard work 7 days a week, excellent husbandry and the best of machinery and 
science. The business woman will look at her wealth and take pride in her wisdom and innovation. The 
doctor will look at the list of patients who have been cured and give himself a pat on the back for his 
dedication and intelligence. 
It is very natural to NOT say thank-you. It is a behaviour which has to be taught to children because we 
all naturally take things for granted. Having learned to say “Thank-You”, we then have to learn to mean 
it. It is often only a polite response offered when we are given something which is ours anyway, like 
change from the till when we hand over £5 for a £4.99 book and put our hand out for the penny. 
Genuine heart-felt thanks comes from a sincere feeling that what we have been given, we do not 
deserve. This could be our life, our family, our comfort or even every single breathe that we take.  
Paul urges us to “Give thanks in all circumstances”. It is part of an attitude of total dependence on God’s 
mercy even in the midst of great suffering. Job was able to show it in his trials and I frequently see it in 
others at times of sorrow or illness. 
Jesus taught the importance of thanksgiving when he encountered the ten lepers. When they were ill, 
they called out for the mercy of Jesus. Yet, when they were physically healed, only one was prepared to 
return to say “Thank-You”. To that particular man, Jesus declared “Your faith has made your whole.” It 
was that healed leper who was able to acknowledge his total reliance on Jesus and to see that his 
healing was a response to his plea for mercy—a gift undeserved.  
What do you have that is undeserved? 
 

Mullavilly News 
www.mullavilly.armagh.anglican.org 

T he  Ma ga z ine  
f o r  Mu l la v i l l y  
Pa r is h  

October 2007 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
Friday 12th at 8pm followed by supper 
Sunday 14th at 9:30am, 11am and 7pm 

REPEAT ADVERTISEMENT 
Confirmation candidates should now be attending Youth Fellowship regularly and 

be attending church. Those seeking confirmation should, as usual, be starting 3rd or 4th 
year at school (yr 10 & 11) or older. Parents have a responsibility, based on the 
baptism promises, to encourage their children to attend church and classes, but, after 
the classes, the choice to be confirmed remains with the candidate and myself.  

 The confirmation itself will be planned for April/May 2008 and we are waiting a 
date from the Archbishop. 

Please let me know as soon as possible if it is your intention to be confirmed next Spring. If 
there are insufficient numbers, we will need to plan a joint service with another parish. 
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CONTACTS DATE FLOWERS CRECHE  SCRIPTURE 

Oct 7th Sally-Ann 

Black 

Beverley Stewart 

Judith Wilson 

Mark Doyle 

Oct 14th HARVEST   

Oct 21st Muriel Bebe Nicola Wilson 

Mandy Wright 

Jonathan Harper 

Oct 28th  Doreen Trimble Tanya McKittrick 

Ann Rafferty 

Elizabeth Harper 

Nov 3rd Gwen Kane Elaine Bleakney 

Valerie Doyle 

Ian Howard 

From the Register: 
 
Marriage 
Sept 15th Demelza Wilson & Benedict  
  Hurley 
Sept 21st Lisa Black & Simon Rafferty 
 
Burial   
August 26th Raymond Cargin, Redmanville 

This year, we are enjoying the 14th 
Antique Fair! Not only is this a great day 
out if you’re keen on browsing through the 
variety of antiques on display, it is also a 
great day out if you enjoy a whole day of 
“coffee-shopping and chatting” which is 
right up my street! 
As usual, Dynes and Edythe will need 
help to welcome the traders and carry 
their stock at the beginning and end of the 
day. Help will also be needed in the 
kitchen and Hall to assist with the serving 
of morning coffee, lunch and afternoon tea 
and all the snacks in between. 
If you can help in any way on the day, 
please contact either Dynes (38840113) 
or the church wardens. 

Baptism Anniversaries: (cards presented at Family Service) 
Adam Thompson (1st); Benjamin Roberts (1st); Tommy McCallen (2nd); Grace Copeland (3rd); Chloe 
Stewart (4th); Matthew McKittrick (4th). 

I will not be available from Saturday 27th October to November 3rd inclusive. All pastoral care will be 
handled by Sam during that week. 
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Adam Pearson, youth pastor for Portadown Methodist Circuit writes: 
 
So far… 
 
So much has happened since I started it’s hard to know where to begin. I’ve met many new people but I 
doubt I’ll remember all their names. Things got off to a bang with Xpression. I’ve never done anything like it 
before and after the first day realised it wasn’t going to be plain sailing. Looking back though I can honestly 
say it was an unbelievable week. God moved so much in the lives of so many people young and old. For me 
Friday evening was the highlight! A concert in the centre of Portadown with around 600-700 people praising 
God, what a way to start!  
I spent a long weekend in Loughry College on a Youth Ministry Summer School and came home to attend a 
farewell service for my predecessor, Peter Ferguson, which was another great occasion. Since then I’ve 
spent a weekend away in Rostrevor with the youth fellowship and started The Junction (a Friday drop-in 
after school).  
The hardest aspect has been going into schools to teach classes, I’ve yet to do an assembly but if I’m 
honest I’d rather wait. Youth club has also started back on a Saturday night which sounds like fun. All in all it 
has been quite a busy spell. 
Having been in the role for just over a month now I feel I’m starting to get into the swing of things. It was 
great having Peter alongside me for the first few weeks, but now he has made his way down to Dublin and 
I’m left to fend for myself. I just hope and pray that I can listen and depend on God through all the obstacles 
and trials I will face. 

Congratulations to Bobby and Betty Jennett on their 60th wedding anniversary (on the same day as the 
Archbishop and his wife, Helen, celebrated their 40th). Robert Jennett uncovered a parish magazine from 
1947 which included a record of his parents’ marriage. To my amusement and continued frustration, it also 
included the following note from the Revd WT Boyd: 
 
“Here is a matter in which I would like your co-operation. Whenever there is illness, or trouble of 
any kind in your home, and you want me, will you please let me know by sending me a direct 
message, and not just by taking the chance of somebody meeting me somewhere. In a scattered 
parish like his, it is impossible for me to be acquainted with everything unless I am told. I am very 
grateful to a few thoughtful people who do make an effort to inform me when they know of 
someone who is ill or in trouble. These good friends of yours and mine are doing a real service to 
the parish, but even they cannot be aware of everything, so please send for me when you want 
me. As well as this, I would like you to let me know whenever a stranger comes to live in the 
parish, and I hope that you, too, will always try and make strangers welcome, and bring them to 
church and introduce them to your friends.” 

The following prayer appeared last month in “The Word For Today” 
 
Lord, help me to give my children the best; not of things, but of myself, cherishing them on good days 
and bad, theirs and mine. Teach me to accept them for who they are, not just for what they do; listen 
to what they say, if only so they’ll listen to me; to encourage their goals, not mine. Let me give them a 
home where respect and integrity are the cornerstones, and there’s enough happiness to raise the 
roof. May I give them the courage to be true to themselves; the independence to take care of 
themselves and the faith to believe in You. May I discipline them without demeaning them, demand 
good manners without forgetting my own, and let them know they have limitless love no matter what 
they do. Let me feed them properly, clothe them adequately and have enough to give them small 
allowances—not for the work they do, but the pleasure they bring. Let me be moderate in all these 
things so that the joy of getting will help them discover the joy of giving. See that their responsibilities 
are real but not burdensome, that my expectations are high but not overwhelming, and that my praise 
is thoughtful and given when it’s due. Help me to teach them that excellence is work’s real reward. 
And when it comes; let me revel in each honour, however small, without once pretending that it’s mine; 
my children are glories enough.  Above all, let me ground them so well in your Truth that I can let them 
go. In Jesus’ name, Amen! 




